P

City of Falmouth
December 19, 2023
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City Council Regular Meeting

Minutes

City Council Convened at 7:00 p.m., Mayor Sebastian Emst presiding.
Present were Councilmembers Joyce Carson, Sabrina Hazen, Amy Hurst, Bob Pettit, and Luke Price.
Also in attendance were City Attorney Brandon Voelker and City Clerk Susan Bishop.

Mayor Ernst called the meeting to order.

Councitmember Sabrina Hazen announced that council had adopted their own agenda. Motion by
councilmember Luke Price to approve city councils adopted agenda, second by Sabrina Hazen. All aye.
Motion passed.

Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and observed a moment of invocation presented by
City Clerk Susan Bishop

Approval of Minutes:
Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting October 17, 2023, special meeting October 24,

2023, caucus meeting November 7, 2023, regular meeting November 21, 2023, special meeting
December 5, 2023, and special meeting December 14, 2023 was made by Councilimember Luke Price,
second by Councilmember Amy Hurst. All aye. Motion passed.

Ordinances/Resolutions/Municipal Orders:
The first reading of Ordinance 2023:9, Budget Amendment to provide funds for Special Counsel, was read
by City Atiorney Brandon Voetker.

Motion by Councilmember Bob Pettit to appoint David Klaber to the vacant council position, second by
Councilmember Joyce Carson. All aye. Motion passed. '
David Kilaber received the oath of office and was sworn in by City Clerk Susan Bishop.

Anncuncements were read by Mayor Ernst.
Motion by Councilmember Joyce Carson fo go into closed session per KRS 61.810 (1)(f} discussion of

possible dismissal of & member, second by Councilmember Bob Petfit. All aye. Motion passed.
Council members left city hall chambers,
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Mayor Sebastian Ernst showed a PowerPoint presentation to city residents and interested members in
the audience his end of year financial review. He explained things that he has accomplished during his
first year in office as mayor, He also explained financial issues within each department and the plan he

was already working on for the FY 24-25 budget.
Councilmembers returned to the chambers from their closed session discussion.

Motion by Councilmember Amy Hurst to come out of closed session, second by Councilmember David
Kiaber. All aye. Motion passed.

Councilmember Sabrina Hazen presented a resolution; number to be assigned by City Clerk.
Motion by Councllmetnber Joyce Carson to read the resolution, second by Councilmember Sabrina
Hazen. All aye. Motion passed.

Resolution issuing charges of Misconduct and setting a Public Hearing was read by Councilmember
Joyce Carson,

Motion by Councilmember Sabrina Hazen to adopt the resolution, second by Councilmember Luke Price.
All aye. Motion passed.

Adjournment:
Motion to adjourn was made by councilmember Luke Price, second by counciimember Joyce Carson,

All aye. Motion passed.

The mesting was adjourned.
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COUNTY OF PENDLETON
' . CITY OF FALMOUTH
" 9. 23. 1

RESOLUTION NO,_
A RESOLUTION ISSUING CHARGES OF MISCONDUCT AND SETTING A PUBLIC
HEARING PURSUANT TO KRS 83A.040(9)

Whereas, KRS 83A.040(9), sets forth applicable provisions of law for the removal of any
elected officer for misconduct, incapacity, or willfil neglect in the performance of the duties of his
or her office; and

Whereas; KRS 83A.040(9), provides that a public hearing shall be conducted, with due
deliberation and creation of a record, for any removal bearings pursuant thereto; and

Whereas, to afford Mayor Sebastian Ernst with sufficient opportunity to prepare for this
public hearing, the Falmouth City Council hereby presents Mayor Sebastian Ernst with the
following list of charges to be considered at the public hearing for which removal is sought.

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the City Council of Falimouth, Kentucky:

That pursuant to KRS 83A.040(9), the Falmouth City Council by this Resolution adopts
and sets forth the following Charges of Misconduct against Mayor Sebastian Ernst:

1. Mayor Ernst acted with misconduct and/or wiliful neglect in the performance of the
duties of his office when he prohibited a civic organization from using city property
because he deemed that the group fails to meet his “Conservative Christian valugs.™”
See, Exhibit 1, a copy of the Mayot’s text message to Rick Brown, November 18, 2023.

2. Mayor Ernst acted with misconduet and/or willful neglect in the performance of the
duties of his office when he began using his personal Facebook account as the official
account for the office of Falmouth Mayor and then used that account to market property
he and/or his mother own for sale or lease. These actions violate Falmouth Ord.
§39.15(b), “No officer or employee shall intentionally use or attempt to use his ot her
official position with the city to secure unwarranted privileges or advantages for himsetf
or herself or others.” See, Exhibit 2, page 8 a copy of the Mayor®s Facebook post
describing various actions he is or will take as mayor and also announcing that he has
“retai] space available” with a photograph of a building the mayor owns, on October
30, 2023. See also, page 10 of this exhibit in which the mayor anuounces there is
commercial space available in Falmouth, which he owns on September 15, 2023.

3. Mayor Ernst acted with misconduct and/or willful neglect in the performance of the
duties of his office when he attempted to extort Council member Robert Pettit into
resignation, See, Exhibit 3, a copy of a message from the mayor to the council member
on November 12, 2023 demanding his resignation or else he would attend a school
board meeting “to present evidence of assault on a minor. [The mayor will] have the
parents and families willing to come with [him] to demand a criminal investigation.”
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Furthermote, that these Charges of Miscofiluct shall come for a hearm%ﬁuring a special
calied meeting of the Falmouth City Council on_, DONNAY W o

at | & . . The Falmouth Gity Clerk, Susan Bishop shalleiuse thls Resolution and Notice
of Hearing to Beserved upon Mayor Sebastian Ernst and provide certification to the Fatmouth City
Council of said service immediately thereafter.

Introduced and adopted this 19th day of December 2023, by the Council of the City of
Falmouth, with the following Councilmembers voting as follows:

Motion Councﬂmember W 2([&1: , S "

Councilmember Robert Pettit

Councilmember Amy Beckett Hurst
Councilmember Joyce Carson
Councilmember Luke Price ( il jrh_‘_f.i o
Councilmember Sabrina Hazen -_ O\ h., _/U: nﬁ . Ha’? ; :‘."

Councilmember David Klaber

This Resolution has been adopted by having received a majority of the votes by the
Council of the City of Falmouth, Kentucky.

Susan Bishop |
City of Falmouth Clerk
Proof Of Service

This Resolution was received by me on } qgmember 2023, I served the Resolution by
hand-delivering a copy to Sebastian Ernst.

Susan Bishop
City of Falmouth Clerk
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Cltizerss of Falmouth;.

As of miy first day I office, all but ane officer will Fave left the Falmouth Pollce Deparfment. As
someoné who has-served oue counfyy and donned the uniform, this is very disheartening to hear.
[ have the ufmost raspect foranyone wifling to put on the uniform and risk their fives to keep
others safe, That's my definition of a hero.

Given these cireumstances, | an calling a spacfal coundit meeting Jan, 3rd at 6:30pm to expiore
our optians. | belleve now-is the-time fo discuss & possibfe: contract between Falmoully and the
Fiscal Court thatwould allow the clty to cover the expense of hiring additional deputies. Not-only

will-this save Falmouth handreds of thousands of doflars every year that can be used to start
rabuiiding our. fown, it dlso increase police presence th the courty. This lsn't a new idea elther,
wa currently have & similar cantract with the caunty for-fire protection, Iy anly advocating that
tiis optioh be axpﬂorad before wemitve forward.

1 urge eveiy Fafinouth eitizén fo come be a part ofthis discussion, The results of these meetings
could Fave a fasting finpéct on tRe fulure of our dty. Be a partoef it;

Sebastian Emst.

Mayor of Falmouth
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